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DIPL 4101/5101: Senior Research Project/Honors Thesis Project - FALL 2020*  
  
Instructor:  Sergei Kostiaev 
Office Hours:  Monday 13-1t:00, and by appointment via Zoom 
Email:  sergei.kostiaev@shu.edu  
  
DIPL 4101 AA/5101 AA: Tuesday: 11:00  13:30    Room: Walsh Library 3B DIPL  
  
I. Course Summary:  
This course is designed to help students learn research, writing, and oral communications skills that they 
can apply to all academic and professional pursuits.  The ultimate goal is to complete a well-written, 
strongly argued, and thoroughly documented Senior Research Project.  The course is structured to 
include both class and individual meetings.  The first several weeks mix class and individual meetings 
with the professor to focus on helping students turn their research interests into a research puzzle, find 
and use primary and secondary sources, develop hypotheses, conceptualize variables, identify an 
effective research design, and present their ideas professionally in public settings.  The next several 
weeks help students shape their particular projects, with a focus on writing, revising, and providing 
effective feedback to fellow students.  During the semester, the students present their research findings 
and constructivel critique one another s presentations.    
  
II. Expectations and Grading:  
Students should come to class meetings prepared to discuss the readings and to present their 
assignments to their colleagues and the professor.  Students should come to each of the 
individual meetings with the professor prepared to present and discuss their assignments. The 
final grade will be determined as follows:    
  
Writing assignments:                      40%  
Oral presentation:                           20% 
Final draft:                                        40%  
  
* The 5 days in advance rule: This course-outline is subject to change.  However, in case there is a change, the class 
will be informed at least 5 days in advance.  
III.  Important Notes:  
  
Coronavirus Safety:  
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In accordance with the Seton Hall pledge, students must wear a mask in class, maintain required 
social distancing, and not come to class if you are ill. No mask, no class. The pledge can be found 
here: https://www.shu.edu/health-intervention-communication/seton-hall-pledge.cfm  
  
CAPS:   
As part of our commitment to the health and well-being of all students Seton Hall Universit
 s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) offers initial assessments, counseling, crisis 
intervention, consultation, and referral services to the SHU community. The CAPS office is 
located on the second floor of Mooney Hall, room 27. Appointments can be made in-person or 
by calling 973-761-9500 during regular business hours, Monday-Friday, 8:45 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.  In 
case of a psychological emergency, call CAPS (973-761-9500) at any time to speak to a crisis 
counselor. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.shu.edu/counselingpsychologicalservices/index.cfm  
  
Disability Services Statement  
  
It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to promote inclusive learning environments. If you 
have a documented disability you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations in compliance with 
University policy, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and/or the 
New Jersey Law against Discrimination. Please note, students are not permitted to negotiate 
accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations or assistance, please self-identify 
with the Office for Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy Hall, Room 67 at the beginning of the 




Academic Integrity & Dishonesty  
  
Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration, and may 
result in a lowered or failing grade for the course and up to possible dismissal from the School of 





Citation Formats  
  
Papers should utilize one of the Chicago Manual of Style citation formats.   
  
  
Policy on Incompletes  
  
Incompletes will be given only in exceptional cases for emergencies. Students wishing to request a grade 
of Incomplete must provide documentation to support the request accompanied by a Course 
Adjustment Form (available from the Diplomacy Main Office) to the professor before the date of the 
final examination. If the incomplete request is approved, the professor reserves the right to specify the 
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new submission date for all missing coursework. Students who fail to submit the missing course work 
within this time period will receive a failing grade for all missing coursework and a final grade based on 
all coursework assigned. Any Incomplete not resolved within one calendar year of receiving the 
Incomplete or by the time of graduation (whichever comes first) automatically becomes an FI (which is 
equivalent to an F). It is the responsibility of the student to make sure they have completed all course 
requirements within the timeframe allotted. Please be aware that Incompletes on your transcript will 
impact financial aid and academic standing.  
  
  
Required Reading (available at the SHU Bookstore)  
  
x Wayne Booth, Gregory Colomb, and Joseph Williams, The Craft of Research (Chicago:  University of 
Chicago, 2008) 3rd Edition.  
  
  
Other Helpful Readings:  
  
x  McCloskey, Deirdre N. 2000. Economical Writing. 2nd Edition. Waveland Press. x 
 Strunk W. and E.B. White.  2000. The Elements of Style. 4th Edition.  Longman Publishers.  
x  Turabian, Kate L. 1996. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. Revised by 




IV.  Course Meetings, Readings, Assignments, and Due Dates:*  
*Note:  Any assignments may be turned in early  
  
1. Monday/Tuesday, August 24/25: (Remote)  
Course overview and choosing a topic   
Identifying research questions, defining problems, and finding, using, and citing sources 
Reading:  BCW (Booth, Colomb, & Williams), pp. 35-101, 273-276  
  
2. Monday/Tuesday, August 31/September 1:   
  
No meeting: Working on your Preliminary Bibliography  
  
3. Monday/Tuesday, September 7/8:  
  
No meeting: Labor Day  University Closed Drafting preliminary bibliography   
  
4. Tuesday, September 15:  
Hypotheses, variables, thesis statements, causal claims, and research design  
Assignment 1:    Preliminary Bibliography – due in class  
Bring a bibliography with at least 20 potential sources on your research topics.  
This should help you to determine if there is enough information about your 
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topic/s to continue with it or choose one of two.  All sources should be 
academic books, journal articles, or primary materials such as government 
documents or institutional databases.    
  
5. Tuesday, September 22 (individual meetings): via Zoom 
Reading:  BCW, pp. 105-138  
Assignment 2:    Research Topic Descriptions – due at meeting  
Write two descriptions of research topics that you are considering, each a 
paragraph long  What s the pu le  Wh is it interesting and important  Be 
prepared to present the descriptions to the professor.  
  
6. Tuesday, September 29:  
   Assessing existing research  
  Assignment 3:    Preliminary Literature Review – due at 11 am in course site assignment section  
Write a three-page review of at least five articles in academic journals that 
directly relate to your research topic.   The review should compare and contrast 
the readings, stressing the major arguments presented, the evidence used, the 
type of analysis employed, limitations, and areas of contention between the 
authors.  Most importantly, the review should propose how your research 
question relates to one or more debates within the academic literature.  Be 
prepared to present the review to the class.  
  
7. Tuesday, October 6: (individual meetings) via Zoom 
   Thesis statements and research strategies  
Assignment 4:    Thesis Statement / Research Strategy – due at meeting  
Write a two-page thesis statement and research strategy that includes how the 
thesis relates to the state of the debate regarding your topic and what strategy 
you will use to assess your causal claims, including what cases you will examine 
and what data sources you will use.  
  
 
10. Tuesday, October 13 (individual meetings) via Zoom 
Thesis statements and research strategies  
Assignment 5:    Data / Cases – due at meeting Write a two-page thesis statement and 
research strategy that includes how the thesis relates to the state of the 
debate regarding your topic and what strategy you will use to assess your 
causal claims, including what cases you will examine and what data sources 
you will use. For quantitative folks, present description stats table 
  
11. Tuesday, October 20:  
   Thesis statements and research strategies  
  Assignment 6:    Thesis Statement / Research Strategy / Data / Cases – due in 
course site assignment section 
Present a revised thesis statement and research strategy to the class in a 3-5 minute formal 
presentation that includes how the thesis relates to the state of the debate 
regarding your topic and what strategy you will use to assess your causal 
DIPL 4101/5101  Fall 2020  Dr. Gokcekus                                                                                                      Page 5 of 7  
  
claims, including what cases you will examine and what data sources you will 
use.  
  
12. Tuesday, October 27: (individual meetings) via Zoom 
Discussion of the introduction and outline (and research progress at subsequent meetings)  
Reading:  BCW, pp. 173-202  
Assignment 7:    Introduction and Outline – due at meeting  
Bring a detailed 3-7 page introduction and outline.  The introduction should not 
be more than 4 pages and should include the research puzzle, the policy &/or 
theoretical importance of the question/topic, the thesis statement (or set of 
hypotheses), and the plan for the paper.  The outline should briefly describe the 
main points (and the sources to be used) in each section.  
 
13. Tuesday November 3 (no meeting) Preparing your draft and presentation   
14. Tuesday November 10 (no meeting) Preparing your draft and presentation   
15. Tuesday, November 17 (no meeting) Preparing your draft and presentation   
 
16. Tuesday, November 24:  
   Presenting research in public and making revisions  
  Assignment 8:    Preliminary draft – due at 11 am in course site assignment section 
Hand in the preliminary draft at the beginning of class and send an electronic 
copy as well.  The preliminary draft should be at least 4,000 words and should 
include at least the introduction, the literature review section, some analysis of 
cases and data, and an outline of the remaining pages.  
  
  
Tuesday, December 8:  Final Paper Due (earlier is welcome)  
Final drafts are due.   
  1752 
+7495 539 3003  
Requirements:  
 x  7,000 to 9,000 words total, including title, text, notes, bibliography, and tables (roughly 25- 
30 pages) x  Typed, double spaced, 
one-inch margins  
x  Must incorporate suggestions from the individual meetings with the professor and from 
the oral presentation  
x  Must include appropriate citation method, and all sources in the bibliography must be cited 
in the text  
structure:  
       quant papers should follow imrad structure, intro (which includes lit review), methods 
(which include descriptive stats table and regression equation), discussion (which contains 
comparison of your results with existing lit), conclusion 
       qual papers should have  about 3-4 substantive sections  
don’t plagiarize  
        




V. Student Learning Outcomes:  
By the end of the semester, students should have acquired in-depth knowledge of a particular functional 
area and/or region of the world and knowledge and understanding of the social science research 
process.  Students should also have developed the skills to:  collect, sort, and evaluate information; 
analyze complex situations and synthesize information; integrate different fields of study in analysis of a 
complex world; and communicate effectively in oral and written form.  
VI. Some Important Days to keep in mind:   
  
 August 20  Thursday  Registration - New Students  
August 24  Monday  Classes Begin - Add/drop and late registration begin  
September 2  Wednesday  Add-drop and late registration end  
September 7  Monday  Labor Day - University Closed  
September 9  Wednesday  Mass of the Holy Spirit: 12 noon (Classes Canceled 12  1 p.m.)  
October 1  Thursday  Deadline for undergraduate and graduate degree candidates to file online; 
Application for Degree for Fall 2020 in Banner Self Service  
October 2  Friday  Spring 2021 registration PINs generated  
October 16  Friday  Last day to request course withdrawal with professor/dean approval  
November 1  Sunday  All Saints Day - Mass  
November 2 - 24  Monday - Tuesday Spring 2021 registration  
November 24  Tuesday  Last Day of On Campus Classes  
Last day to submit assignments to resolve Fall 2019 Incomplete grade;  
Unresolved Fall 2019 Incomplete grades will convert to failing grades (FI); 
Online grading opens for faculty  
November 25  Wednesday  No Classes  
November 26 - 27 Thursday - Friday  Thanksgiving Recess - University Closed  
November 28  Saturday  No Classes  
Nov. 30 - Dec. 4  Monday - Friday  Remote Learning Week  
Dec. 7 - 11  Monday - Friday  Final Exams  
 December 8  Tuesday  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass 12:00 noon;  
  
Source: https://www.shu.edu/academics/academic-calendar.cfm  (Accessed on August 23, 2020)  
  
  
    
VII. Academic Resources for Students:  
     
Academic Resource Center  
Website:  http://www.shu.edu/academic-resource-center/index.cfm  
Phone: (973) 761-9108  
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Email: arc@shu.edu  
Location:  Arts & Sciences Hall Rm. 242  
  
Online Writing Lab  
Online Tutoring is available for seniors and graduate students at the following link:  
http://academic.shu.edu/owl/.  
Email: owl@shu.edu  
  
Writing Center  
Website: http://www.shu.edu/writing-center/index.cfm  
Phone: (973) 761-7501  
Location:  Walsh Library, 3rd Floor  
Sign up for an appointment using Compass  
  
Math Learning Lab  
Website: http://www.shu.edu/math-compsci/math-learning-lab.cfm  
Phone: (973) 761-9765  
Location:  Arts & Sciences Hall Rm. 239  
Sign up for an appointment using Compass  
  
All of these are available through: http://www.shu.edu/student-services/toolkit.cfm  
  
